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there wert many u more that re 


1 0 


[Thomas Lew wis, , 5h 


OUR Deſcent "the ful 
| Eſtate you were * to, — 


 . Preſervation in your Foreign 


| f hols are to be regarded at Eminent * 


Blefings.of Dizine Providence : But it 


was no ſmoll Addition to them. that your | 


Minority was no ſoaner over, "than. 
were foveur d with a F and Agree» 
ble Wife, and by her Allyd te a Re- 


1 utoble Family, in which you have met 
1 Sa very. Honouroble Treatment, 


7 
= th ng Relations, in 7 = 
your. own Fandh whom 
7 bad depris'd you.” © 


If ſome few Ee our 


r, 1 


8 
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The Dedication. 
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"And baving a fair Proſpect F an % 
ſt pring, it was no en ſis matter either for 
you , yourſelf ar thoſe-that lor vorn beſd Me 
75 canceive an Addition in ebeſe Exter- , 
nal things to the Pleaſure and Comfort 
of your Life. And this I have r. 40 
to believe was goor own Apprehenſiop., © *| 


But the Las. Dealings f. 8 op! 
with 5. you,” have given you ſenſible Ex- 
perience of the: Vanity yo the Creature, 
and tbe. Inſtability: of all things under ; 
the. _ ae on has. caus'd 
gaming \ Happineſs to wither. 
Nour: — va dab as ſcon| . 
almoſt ar rear d: And your Loſs cuts if 
the deeper, becauſe your. enjoyment was R 
but far a: Moment. In ſuch a Caſe} if 
| Job's Queſtion is certainly very Becom- 
ing Shall we receive Good at the h 
hand of GOD, and ily we not 5 
receive Evil? 


ben you made a vin t to Your ol 
tient Set in Monmouthſhire, vou. wh bt 
Wy. tat}? 


- = = 


"The Dedication, 


1 th: Wife and Child in Health ;. . = 
5 Pen had the News of the ſudden Death 
he one, and thè imminent Danger 
; the other: And both were taken off, 
Pithout your having the Opportunity of 
eeing them again. This was the more 
= hee kecauſe a double Stroke. This 
as ſuch a Shock as def yd all ſupport 
From Jen JL ble Con 1 ET} 


| Bor even din fork: a ' Complicated 
Alliction as this, with all-its Aggra- 
vating Circumſtances, Religion not. only 
Te rt, hut puts in à way 
. f getting to ſupport nd Laſting Advantage. | 
l t is not indeed Modiſh among Men of 
Was Nank and Figure to look that way Jet 
aſe, rf - you (Sir) find the Benefit, you may . -, 
1 12 "om the . of ſuch as to their 
* fy to _ 3 wy 8 


The Diſcourſe which I here Preſent 
255 is deſign'd at once to give a Right 
Notion 9 Religion, and a Sbort . 


ment deſerves fuller Scope, but the Ac- 


from the Paſs 


fo Gonern 
find Good by 


cern'd-in it ; and 


: 2 ' Sos 
24 SN 


\ 


h * 8 d N ! 
. - 4 — . ** *- Aa. v 
: E 2 | 
| 5 o 


| of itt 8 Tendency. yh The Argu- 7 | 


| ceptonce of theſe Brief Hints from, the 
Pulpit, encourages me to ſend them. 5% 


bat the GOD of Wiſdom would? 
1 that you may 
this ſore Evil; That 
this Aftittion may be Sanctifyd to the + 
whole Family that are ſo nearly con- 


| Your maſt Obedient Servant, 
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e PRO V. XIX. ver. 8. , 
the ¶ Tie that getreth Wiſdom loveth bis own 
on- Saul: He that keepeth Underſtanding, - 


E ate told in the very beginning of 
this Book' of Proverbs, that A 
f Great Deſign of this Sacred Com- 
1 oſure, is to help the Children ß 
Men to know Wiſdom and Inſtruction, and to per- Chap. 10% 
S ceire the Words of Underſtanding. Its Aim is to 3 
each Men to be Religious, which is all along 
Frepreſented. as the trueſt Wiſdom ; and to help ©? 
chem to diſcern between Good and Evil, not 4 
N only in the Notion, but in their Practice, which A 
nt. Fs: the beſt fort of Underſtanding. - #i/dew is here ; 
2 ſaid to Cry without, and utter her Voice in the ſtreets; ver. 20, 21 
. to Cry in the chief places of concourſe, in the openings 
M the Gates; and in the City. to utter ber Words: 
ind Underſtanding is ſaid to put forth ber Voice; Ch. 8: v. 
We are told ſhe fandeth in rhe top of high places, by y 
the.way in the places F the Paths: ſhe crieth at the 
TY. | Gates, at the entry of the Cop, at the coming in £ 
q ' A = the 


/ 


\ 
. . N 2 „ — 

6 *& N f * . 
# * — * * 


Fo 


es 1 


A Funeral Sermon. © 


the Doors. Which carries in it this plain intimati- 
on, that ſerious Religion is inculcated upon us, 
by GOD, by Conſcience, and by all Gogd Men: 
And that we are call'd on to mind it in earneſt, 
not only by the ſolemn Admonitions of Divine 
Prophets and Miniſters, and the good Examples 
of truly Pious Perſons, but alſo by the Items of our 
inward Monitour that are repeated very often; 
and. by all the Methods of Divine Providence, 
with ourſelves, with thoſe that are dear to us, or 
with any others that fall within the compaſs of 
our Obſervation. All agree in recommending Re- 
ligion to us, and promoting our Acquaintance 
with it, if we give way to that cloſe Conſiderati- he 
on that highly becomes us. To engage us to 
liſten to, and comply with this Advice, the Wiſe | 
Man in the courſe of this Book, urges all the 
moſt moving Arguments that could be thought of. 
And if a regard to Profit, Pleaſure, intrinſick 
Worth and Excellence, or even abſolute Neceſſity 
can work upon us, we, if we 1 5 * and weigh his 
Suggeſtions, muſt become his Proſelytes, and eve- 
ry one of us ſay unto Wiſdom, thou art my Siſter; 
and call Underſtanding our Kinſwoman; i. e. Hear- 
tily embrace Religion, and inviolably adhere to 
its Rules and Precepts, with an Affection far be- 
yond that which we commonly bear to our dear- 
eſt Relatives, or moſt valu'd Comforts. | 


The Text before us very much inforces this 
general Deſign, by making Religion appear to be 
as much our Intereſt as it is our Duty; which 
no Man can call into queſtion, that is once made 
ſenſible, that entertaining it, is a loving our own 
Souls, and the way to find Good. Let us then di- 
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Pinaly tale notice of the perſon here ſpoken of, f : 


ind the Aſſertion advanc'd. 


aracter: Tis he that getteth Wiſdom, and keepeth 
nderſtanding. Both Branches are the moſt com- 
on and familiar Language of. this Book of Pro- 
bs. He that getteth Wi 2 


hat is, that getteth an Heart ſtock d with True 
and Divine, Spiritual and Heavenly Wiſdom : 
ind keepeth Underſtanding, i. e. carefully obſerves 


he Counſels and Commands of the Word of GOD. 
e that has a truly Pious Heart, and ſhews it by 
7 ſtated Courſe. - | "os 


2. The Aſſertion adyanc'd concerning ſuch an 
one, is very remarkable: Tis much to his Com- 


a. The Perſon ſpoken of, is deſcrib'd by a plain 


dom : In the Original, 
tis he that getreth an Heart; as in the Margin: 


and practiſes the Precepts of Wiſdom, and follows 


mendation and Advantage. Tis ſaid, that be 


loweth his own Soul, and ſhall find Good: Which are 
two Things that ought to provoke to Imitation. 
He loveth bx own Soul : i. e. himſelf ; and he takes 
a due care of himſelf. And be ſhall find Good: i. e. 


his Life, and his Happineſs in the next. 


When the Wiſe Man expreſſes. the Matter thus 
abſolutely and poſitively, and fays of ſuch an 


ly, loveth his own Soul; and He, and he alone ſhall 


find Good. Others indeed are ſeeking for Good, 
and inceſſantly hunting after it; this is their 


common Cry, bo will ſhew as Cy ? But 
tis only the Perſon 1 that ſhall find ſuch 


He ſhall have great Benefit, for his Conduct in 


One, that he loverh b Soul, and he ſhall find Good, 
tis all one as if he had ſaid, Such a Man, and he on- 


- 
o 


f 
1 
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Good as will be truly ſatisfying. This Man moſt 
truly loves his own Soul ; this Man ſhall certain- 
ly find the trueſt and 5 0 ＋ mor ſolid and = 
ing Good, . He may ſafely depend upon it 

ſhall not mil}. of ks Aim whoever is Map 


If any Man then deſires to ſhew that he loveth 
his own Soul, if any Man would find true Good, i 
of which all are Naturally deſirous, his way muſt f 
be this; he muſt ger Wiſdom, and keep Underſtand- Wha 
ing: that is, according to our way of ſpeaking, 
3 be truly. Good, and ſincerely Reli- 
gious. 5 8 


80 that the Point of Doctrine here moſt direct» Wh 
ly offer'd to our Thoughts, is properly this: F 
That a regular Self-love, and deſire of Happi- 
neſs, if we. weigh'd Matters in a juſt Ballance, 
would ingage us to be ſeriouſly Religious. That 


I may in a narrow compals ſet this Argument in a 
juſt Light, I ſhall ? | 2 600 


L Give you a plain and diſtin& View of that 


Religion, which a regular Self- love and deſire of 
Happineſs would ingage us to. 


LY II. Shew you the Grounds upon which it may 
be juſtly affirm d, That a regular Self-love and de- 
ſire of Happineſs would lead us that way, And 


III. Make ſome Deductions from thence that 
may be of laſting Uſe to us all; and that may 
be particularly helpful to a right Improve- 
ment of a Mournful and Affecting Province: | 
| | 25 2 
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hich- was the Occaſion of my being deſird to 
fiſt on theſe Words. 1 W. » 


. Then, Let us take a View of that Religion 
ich Self- love and a Deſire of Happineſs would 
Wngage us to, if we duly minded it. It need 
Pot be wondred at that I begin with this: For 


eth f we have not a right and juſt Norion of Reli- 
od, ion, if we ſubſtitute any thing elſe in the room 


uſt f it, calling it by that name; if we reckon 
hat a Man may be ſaid to get Wiſdow and to 
5 Underſtanding by ſomething that looks like 
Religion, tho ＋ 1 it may be very remote 
om the thing it ſelf, the Argument is loſt upon 
, through this unhappy Miſtake, and the Miſ- 
Whief may probably be greater than the Benefit. 


dn'd about which there are more and groſſer 


pi- - Miſtakes. After all dur Talk, and Noiſe, and 
ce, MQuarrels about Religion, I cant perceive. that 


dne of many, really and truly knows what it is, 
ind wherein it lies, Some place it in right No- 
ions about Doctrines and Duties; their Religion 
nothing but Orthodoxy : « Others lay their 
nain · Streſs on Zeal and Aſſiduity in Publick 
Religious Exerciſes ; while others 22 that 
Confident Perſwaſion of their Safety through - 
JESUS CHRIST the Mediator, is all that 
is neceſſary to the making them compleatiyx 
Religious. Others are yet more Groſs; Bor 
ich them all Religion lies in being of this or 
hat Party or Way, which hath no more ten- 


dency to make them true Chriſtians, than the 
ay being of this or that Complexion, or wearing 


ve- this or that Garb, hath to make them real Men. 
ce, Any ching of this kind might be eaſily reach'd, 


withs, | 


There is hardly any one thing can be. menti- _ 


— 
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without either getting Wiſdom, or keeping Under- 
ſtanding ; and conſequently Men in fuch caſes may 
be eminent for that which they call Religion, 
without either loving their own - Souls, or finding 
Good. ; | 


| * 

Let it therefore be obſerv'd, That by being ſe- 
rioully Religious, I don't mean any meer Exter- 
nal Performances, any Heats or Flights of Fancy, 
any bare outward Conformity to the Law of | 
GOD, or the embracing any particular Opinions | 
or Intereſts, or falling in with any Formalities, 
by which parties are diſtinguiſh'd : I intend not 
hereby to recommend Superſtition ; nor have I 
any thing to ſuggeſt in favour either of the heavy | 
way of ſome ſower Chriſtians, who are for ba- 
ilfe g all Freedom out of their Religion, as if 
Deliglit and Seriouſneſs were inconſiſtent; or of 
the Jolly way of the ſenſual Gang, who keep 
up a Superficial Devotion in ſome empty Forms, 
while Profaneneſs is cheriſhed within, and defi- 
ance is bid to Circumſpect Walking, and a ſeri- - 
ous Courſe of Godlineſs : But hou which is | 
thereby. meant is a real Likeneſs to GOD in the 
inward Temper of the Mind, and in the whole 
Deportment and Converſation ; a true Holineſs, | 
and an entire Self-Dedication to GOD ; a real 

Partaking of a Divine Nature, and a Care to 
pleaſe GOD in the Courſe of our Life and 
Actions. This and this alone is true Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, and it has ever been ſo. 
Herein lies the heart of Religion ; and it has 
done ſo from the Beginning, and ever will. 
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” Tho' Knowledge has vary d according to the 
we ifferent Degrees of Light which Men have 
1: 2 ad afforded them in the ſeveral Periods of Time 


which they have livd ; and che Mode of 


iſpenlations they have been under; and Parti- 
lar Circumſtances have been attended with 
decial Obligations to ſome particular Duties, 


24 Wore others; yet from the beginning of the 
is | orld, - true TY gp has been a Vital Inter- 
ies. Purſe with GOD, and a Real Conformity to 
not Im; and it will be ſo to the End. ih 
: 1 This Religion has two Parts: A Spiritual Patt, : 
bY Wd a Moral Part. To 
= 1. A4 Spiritual Part, which is deſign'd to be 


eRoot of the Moral Part. This is Internal; and 


roperly to be judg'd of, by the Fruits, Effects 
1 d Conſequences. It lies chief „in Faith, and 
ri. ve, and Hope, which are the three Grand Prin- 


the . And when we are enquiring into the nature 
ole theſe three Graces, we muſt conceive of them 
e. Pitably to the - Diſpenſation under which we 
ai Ne, tho with due allowance for a Difference 
* the Caſe of choſe who livd in former 
an d 1MES, ; | 
Sf It carries Faith in it; which is a feeling Per- 
1 vaſion of things Spiritual and Divine, accord- 


g to the repreſentation of them which GOD 

las been pleas'd to afford us. Tis a lively ſenſe 

f ſuch things as are inviſible, and beyond 5 
end rea 


orſhip has vary'd according to the different 


ples of a truly Divine Life, and have ever been 


1 
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reach of Senſe. And in our 0 it is mor 
eſpecially, a firm Crediting all the Reports and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel; and particularly wit 
reference to GOD's Mercy and Recoricilabl: 
neſs to Sinners thro our Bleſſed Mediator Which 
is term'd Faith in JESUS CHRIST, Wr. 
is the Way, the” Truth, and the Life ; withouf d 
* whom there is no N to the Father, either her | 
or hereafter. Ic 


Next, Ir 5 95 Love to GOD; which is 4 t 
| lively and affec ing Senſe of alf che Divine Perfe Ir 
ctions, diſcover d either in Nature or Grace; inf 
encing the Soul to a full Self. reſignation te 
D, and ſatisfaction in him as a Portion: And 
ſo cordial and ſuperlative an Affection to on i 

Dear Redeemer, as inclines to a ſincere Devoted} wer 
neſs to him, without any referve re 


It allo carries Hope in it; which is a firm Ex 

ctation of all the Bleffings which GOD 

th-thro' JESUS CHRIST gracioufly pro] 
miſed to all ſuch as regula caſt themſelves up 
on him, and commit themfelves to Him; influ 
encing the Soul to Diligence in doing his willy 
and Patience in bearing it, in expectation of the 
Bleſſedneſs promis d, pecially i in the other Life 
which is therefore chiefly minded and purſu d. Du 


2 
] 


F 


+. Ip Spiritual Part of Religion lies. in cheſs 
Three joyntly : For 'tis in the Exerciſe of theſe 

Three 21 that our Spirits maintain Inter- 
caurſe with the Father of Spirits: And theſe are 
the Three Springs that 5 feed that Morality, 
that can properly and juſtly be ſtyld Religious 
And 2 | | 4 

1 2. A. 


— *A Faneral” Sermon. . 


8 


mor 2. As to the Moral Part of Religion, that lies 
En Devotion, Purity, Humility, Fuſtice, and Cha- 
W f fy. » * 3 4 g . ; 4 # 4 ; a iy x 
lable . ; x > 
chic Devotion, is the ſerious exerciſe of the Three 
races, of Faith, Love, and Hope, in a way of 
thou doration of the Majeſty of Heaven, the Father 
her f Mercies, and God of all Grace; either in Pu- 
ick in thoſe Ordinances which He has fix d in 
Houſe, or in Private, in that Prayer and Medi- 
is rion, that are the genuine Exerciſes of his fin- 


+4 


* 


derfeWre Servants. 
m. tt Purity lies in the Maſtery of the inferior Appg- 


An es; and a getting ſo far above the Body, and 
ou is Animal Life, and Senſible State, and the Con- 
otedierns of it, as not to be thereby prevailingly hin- 
Nied in a Courſe of Duty. ch en 


Humility intimates a deep ſenſe of Meanneſs 
d Vileneſs, of abſolute Dependance as we are 
reatures, and intire Obnoxiouſneſs as we are Sin- 
Pers, and wretchedly Degenerate: And it influ- 
Waces to a Submiſſion to GOD, and a Meekneſs 
in wards Man. 4, 23 


Felice Bes in 2 giving to all their proper 
Dues ; and doing to others as we would ourſelves 
like Circumſtances, be free and willing to be 

one unto, - ps or 3 


And Charity, in lov ng others, our Fellow-Crea- 
ures and Fellow Chrittians, even as ourſelves; 
and ſhewing it by a ready relieving and affiſt- 
g them; and by bearing, forbearing, fympa- 
. eng 


5 
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— and forgiving, 3 as Oppornnit . 
| —— requires. | 


This in ſhort, is Real Religion. we N 
both the Parts of it together, or elſe we ſhall dif 
ergy our Ignorance and betray our Folly, anfte: 
— Wiſdom, and keeping Underſtand; 

inked. be 7 own'd, they...coinade pF ; 
| Within one — and mutualhy anter and i w 
ply each other; 5 and nccelt] 
ry, and unavoidable: And yet they are too ofte 
attempted to be ſeparated. Really ſeparate 1 cf 
cannot be: For whatſoever in us may look lik 
Devotion, Purity, Humility, Fuſtice, and Charity, i 
is not True and Real, i it does not proceed ro 

a regard to GO, and is nat fed by Faith, H 3 
and Love. On dhe other hand, tho we may ti 1 
7 ourſelves poſſeſs diof Faith, Lowe and Hape, 

they don't make us Dewout, Pure, Humlie, 
| and Charitable; tis evident, we have only th 
image, ſemblance and appearance af thoſe Sc 
and not the Graces themſelves. Amyet a ſeparatio 
4s too often attemptedʒ tho not without the greate 
Hazard. To be fatisfy'd with the Moral han x 0 
Religion without the Spiritual, is to cake up Wit 
a ſtanding Pond that ſtagnates and. ꝓuttiſies, ant 
often diſappears inthe drought of Summer when ti 
needed moſt, inſtead of a'trefh Stream, 2 fed 
by a living Fountain that flows | 
in reality., 'tis an attempting 70 bud 2 Ho 
without taking care of the Foundation. An df 
the other hand, to pretend to be ſatisfy” d with 
What may have the Name of the Spiritual Part o 
Religion given to it, while the Adaral Part is madd 
light of, and really neglected, is to be conten 
With Leaves wichour Fri to ry wa | 

le 
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Terence between the Children of Wrach, and 
te Heirs of Salvation; the ſuppoſing which is as 
.Mſhonourable to GOD, as it is unreaſonable in 
elf. Bur both going together make up: a tru 
Religious Man. He in whom both are joyn'd 
ay be truly faid to ger Wiſdom, and keep Under- 
a „ng. Nay, ghere is no true Wiſdons or Un- 
ang without either of them. I proceed 
j II, | , $7 P * 
„ 2. In the Second Place, To ſhew upon what 
"rounds it may be affirm'd, that a regular Self- 
ee and deſire of Happineſs, would influence us 
ns way, provided we did but weigh Matters 
"ghtly : Or, how it appears, That we ſhould 
"cw we were _ 1 of — be 
Frrtain Gainers o 8 i eligious in 
> ſenfe deſcrib'd. F " 


It feems altogether needleſs to attempt to 
dew the: force of this A nt > For it is ſelf- 
ident. Every Man is ſo deſirous to approve 
amſelt a true Lover of himſelf and his own Wel- 
ee, chat I can't conceive how any Man can re- 

fe readily to agree, that that Courſe which true 


Ide only Queſtion is, How 
rue of Religion? And this is evidenc'd by many 
onſiderations drawn from the Nature, the Pro- 
erties, and the Tendency of Religion. It is fo 
ident, that I know not how to conceive that it 
n be doubted of, by-any Men that own Revela- 


-. - Conviction 
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; and to inſinuate, as if there were no viſible 


love leads to, and by which we ſhall find 
dod, ought to be taken, preferably to any other, 
it appears that this is 


on, and have read ider Bibles, And yer e 
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Conviction of the Truth of it, could not be 
Without its Uſe ; could not but have a good In-pt > 
, fluence. | 2883 : 1 5 


OR 


The main Arguments that have been urg'd in 
favour of Religion by thoſe that have ſtudy'd to hut 
recommend it, are theſe Two : That this is the Wo . 
way to Glorify GOD; and this, is the way to ſe- act 
cure our own Happineſs: And ſtronger Argu- Wha! 
ments need not be deſir d. They that ſtand out Miſi 
againſt them, are not likely to be affected with 
any thing elſe that could be offer d to their Con- fte 
ſideration. * TS: - 


The Glorifying of GOD; that GOD that gave il 
us our Beings, and who alone can make us Hap- WP 4 
py, ought moſt certainly to be a very Moving | 
Conſideration. Now what way have we to Glo- 
rify him, but by receiving his Vital Communica- 
tions, and expreſſing them in a Courſe of ſuita- Hau 
ble Actions? Hereby we ſignify the higheſt Eſteem nc 
of his Incomparably Glorious Excellencies and t. 
Perfections, and at the ſame time take the pro- 

pereſt way to excite the ſame in others alſo. Bur 
it is with the other Argument that I have now to Hui 
do; which is ſo far from being inconſiſtent, that e 
it is cloſely connected with it. Religion is rot Wk 
more for GO Þ's Honour, than it is for our Hap- Hin 
pineſs. *Tis the truly Religious Man that loves 
himſelf, and findeth Good. ll give you the Evi- 
_ dences of it under the following Heads. Pal 


\ 


I. He provides for his Principal and better Pu 
Part, which by others is neglected. He ſhews 
that he truly loves himſelf, by his Care of that 
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dart which principally is himſelf. *The generality x, 
f Men, indeed all that live as without GOD in 
e World, Act as if they were all Body; as if there 
ere no part of them but what was viſible, and fell 
ithin the view of Senſe: As if they had no Wants 
ut what theſe External Things would oy _— 
o Deſires but what they could give ſuitable aſe | f 
action to: Whereas the Religious Man, knowin Jy 
hat he has an inviſible Part as well as one that is 


out Wiſible, and that it was chiefly. with reſpect to that, 
ith Which is vaſtly the more Noble, that he was made 


fter the Image of GOD, and fram'd for Happi- 

zeſs in his Favour, he takes care of it, by looking 

hiefly to thoſe Things which can Ach, ſupply 1 

Ind ſuit it. He may therefore be ſaid peculiarly _ 3 
d Love his own Soul, as in the Text; and to keep Vex. 16. | 

1 own Soul, as it is expreſs'd a few Verſes after- | 
ards. He loves his Soul, becauſe. he makes ſuita- 

dle Proviſion for it. He keeps bis own Soul, be- 

auſe he preſerves it from any diſtreſſing Want; 

nd from the greateſt, and mot threatning, =d | 


5 , 
1 
1k 


- 
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nd {tal Dangers. Irreligious Perſons fancy they, 
ro- Nove themſelves, becauſe they carefully prog for 
ut Ihe ſatisfying their Apperites, and lay themſelves 
to Put in providing for their comfortable Subſiſtence 
nat Were, where with their Good-will they would 
fot Ake up their perpetual Abode: While in the mean 
p- ime no care is taken of their better, their immor- 
ves al Part, which is left to ſhift for itſelf. This 
vi- Narriage of theirs is a plain Evidence, that 


that ey, 
hate their own Souls. *Tis hard indeed to convince Fro. 29. . 
hem of it, or make them believe it at the preſent ; | 


ut they'll find it hereafter to their Sorrow. As 
ws uch as they love their Bodies, whoſe Safety, and 
ar: Wale, and Comfort they. ſo much conſult, they : 
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> deſpiſe chem, they ſtrangely injure and e 


+ them to the Wrath of the Almighty, they hurry 
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them, which they do againft rthemfelves, and 
their own Souls. Bur the Religious Man in the 


_ lowing the Rules of Religion, he firs his Immor- 
Spieiet, againſt che time when it will be diſ⸗ 


ͤ— ———_ Do 


properly hue e Souls, Thicy ecke them, they 


them; they enſrare, and they ruin them, and all the 
white they are unconceriid, as if they were fuf-- 
 ſteneſy provided for. Thöſe Souls of theirs that 
rr 
ch is not way to ated,. 
throw away ſos renting. They can't be — | 
wich co give them to GOD, who demands and 
chims them, and to whom they rightfully belong; 
bur they let the Devil do what he will with them, 
tho they are often warn d that his great is 
to bring them to utter Deſtruction, and endiefs 
ery. - They are continually de their 
Souls by their eager Senfual Purſuits, they expoſe 


them into endleſs Tormencs. All the Enemies. 
they have in the World could not do that againſt 


mean time truly loves and keeps his Soul. He im- 
232 and adorns at; He refines and advances it; 
ſupplies and ſecutes it. He is provident for it, 
aud cender of its welfare, and chiefly minds its In- 
yo noms 3 2 o_ 4 _ „ en- 
arges its Faculties, 2 s a true nuiry, | 
Liberty and Amplitude, and a moſt Free and G 
nerdus Spirit in it. He fixes his Soul on the only * 
true Center — ingages it in ſuch Purſuits as are 
er and fuitable; He commits it to a Faithful 
per, that will preſerve what is committed to 
him; He makes che Body ſtoop to it; He ma- 
nages it to the beſt Advantage; for by cloſe fol- 


e Spirit for a Blefſed Manſion in the World of 
lodg d 
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-forts as the Fruits of the Divine Bounty; and he 
manag 
them in his Service, and acts in all his Truffs, - 
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4. He ao eto 4 Mood o Li, aun _ 
c2n'give a igood Account of, and rationally” in- 1 
5 5 no ſmall pant of is 
He eee his 1 2 
highly Omes.a A urnſh 
endow'd as he 1s, tou at ani 1 purſue; and che 
ſelects thoſe means which are oſt adapted to 
the reaching of that End, and mathing Gin hin- 
der his Diligence in uſing them. He need not 
as others, ig wow cu N * theo 
ampanenge of dwelling at home, and .gonvenſing 
with himſelf: For the Courſe he takes he cn 
juſtify to G0 D, and his own Conſhience 400. 
He minis thoſe thing gs that are of the greateſt 
moment in the firſt place; and ther e t | 
iy, and Iubordinately. Ne — 7 buf 3 
Kingdom of God ani his Righteauſneſs.; an then bes 
all theſe things.added unto him. He walks by Rule, 
and his Actions will hear: ſcanning. He laaks wat 2 Cor. +] 
at the thing. -which are ſeen, but at abe things which | 
are oot ſcen: as know ing that the-things aubich ane 
ſeen, are temporal; Aut ithe thing. aubieh ane 10407 | 
een are He t ibis Camvetſatiom in Hea- Phil. 1. 26 
ven. And he ales. this auiorld at mot abuſing it: Mell 
knowing that the faſbian of this World | paſſerh 1 Cor. 7. 
away. Te taſts as ä an the Crearuge = 
as any Man; for he receives; his ſanſible Cem- 


es them to. GO Ds Honour, and e 


with an Eye to his future ſtrict Account. He 


nn A e _ thoſe ſenſible 
Bleſſings 
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— Bleffings which GOD. is plea to afford him : 


and has no ſorrow with them. He walks up- 
rightly, and ſo he walks ſurely. Diſcretion preſerves 
bim, and Underſtanding keeps bim. He lives to 
ſuch Purpoſe, that tis really worth his while 


| to live: For he truly anſwers the End of his 
Production; while others by their unaccount- 


able Vagaries, make themſelves ſtand for Cyphers 
in the Creation of GOD. n 


3. The Religious ſecures to himſelf the 
Beſt of Friends; even the ever-bleſſed infinite- 
Iy Perfect GOD. Others ſet him againſt 
them, and make him their Enemy, by oppoſing 
him, contending with him, and pouring Con- 
tempt upon him: Whereas he is ſo wiſe as to 
keep in his Favour and Love, and ſecure his 
Friendſhip, than which nothing can be more 


x 25. 14. valuable. The. ſecret of the Lord is with him; and 


ſenſual Satisfaction; a ſecret Bleſſing attending 


be s him bis Covenant. He has a ſpecial Di- 
ele with him, that far ſurpaſſes any 


him, that is more worth than all the Pomp and 
Glory and Pleaſure of this World. Having GOD : 


for his Friend, his Wants are ſupply'd, his De- 
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d, his Safety fecur'd in every State, 
and nothing need terrify.or confound him. He 
has in the Bleſſed GOD, a Friend that has 
poſitively engag d he will give him the deſires of 
5 Heart. This Friend of his will freely and 
readily anſwer his Requeſts for Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſings: and as for Temporals, he has promis d him 


Wh, 34. 10. that he wont ſuffer him to want any good thing : 


and with that he has all the Reaſon in the World 


# ", 
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mim to be ſo, becauſe he well knows that that 
god to whom he has committed himſelf ang 
"ve: Sis All, is the fitteſt Judge what is good for him. 
10 Wy his ſincere unaffected Piety he cleaves to that 
er OD, who is a Guide and a Guardian, a 


ay and a Portion; a Firm and Faſt Friend, that 
an never be loſt or alter d. Earthly Friends are 
autable ; their Love may abate and grow cold : 
dr tho they have a remaining Affection, they 
pay be at a loſs, and unable to ſhew it: or they 


the WW. be ſnatch d away by Death, and quite dit- 
y . q 
er ppear and vaniſh out of this World of ours, even 
nft When we moſt need their Preſence, and the fruits | 
Ng f their Affection for us: But the Religious Man * 


as a Friend in GOD, that never changes his 
Affection, nor can ever be at a loſs to ſhew and ex- 
reſs it; a Friend that never dies, but always lives; 
Friend in all Circumſtances and Conditions; 
ind one that will ſtand by at laſt, even wen 
leſh and Heart fails, and who when all other Pſal. 73: 20, 
Props are intirely gone, will be the ffrength of his 
art, and his Portion for ever. Upon this GOD | 
s he allow'd to Caſt all his Cares, for be careth for 1 Pet. 5. 7. 
bm. With this his chief and beſt Friend, is he 
llow'd freely to keep up an humble Correſpon- 
ence: He may repair to him upon all Occaſi- 
ns, and unboſom himſelf, and open his Caſe be 
what it will, and vent his Deſires, and make his 
oans, with hopes of Redreſs and Eaſe, and 2 
uitable Supplies; and of finding Grace to help in Heb. 4. 16. 
very time of need. This is a mighty Relief tothe » 
Soul; and they that know how to make a due 
3 of Things, muſt own that this is a great .. © 

od. rake | | | 
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ruinous Deſigns of his chief Enemies. The World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil, whom he was in his Bap- 


reſiſts; fo that tho they may infeſt, trouble, aſ- 


World cannot get his Heart; for he turm away bis 
Eyes from beholdins Vanity; and he is Acted by 2 
nobler and an higher Spirit, chan bears ſway in 
theſe Earthly Regions. He walks not after the Fleſh, 


Ws ain, from fleſhly Luſts, which war again the 
= - 2 e cheriſhes nothing that eaffirares ain 
the Holy Inclinations, Motions, and Works of 
che Divine Spirit; but carefully oppoſes any 
. thing of that kind. And he reſiſts the Evil One, 
WT Cor. 2. 11. in whatſoever form he aſſaults. He is not ipnorunt 
bi, Devices; he endeavours to etepftand; them, 
ber. 6. 13. and to guard againſt them. He Takes unto bim 
| the whole Armour of God, that he may be able to 
. 26. 41. fand. He watches and prays that he muy not emer 
c , te Termprotion. He bath his line Ert about with 
We, 16,17,18. trutb, and bath on the breaſt-plate of Righrequſneſs ; 
4H and his feet ſhod with the preparation of 'the Goſpel of 


the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
And prays always, with all Prayer ani Ne pens 
in tbe Spirit, and watches thereunto with all Perfe- 
i verance. Being thus Arm'd, the Devil cannot 
reach his Deſigns upon him, nor compuſs his 
= Ends. He finds the Grace of God, ſufficient forbid. 
: Cor. 12. 9. He has a moſt kind. Aſſiſtance afforded him by 
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4. The Religious Man faves himfelf from the | 


tiſm ſworn to oppoſe, he carefully withitands and | 


ſault and diſquiet, yet they cannot ruin him. The | 


but after the Spirit. As a Stranger and Pilgrim, be 
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Peace. Above all, be takes the ſhield of Faith, where- | 
with he is able to quench all the fiery Darts of the | 
wicked. And he takes the Helmet of Salwation, and | 
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bis Powerful Friend; and many good Offices 


alſo done him upon occaſion, by the Angelick 


. 


Spirits, who are all ſent forth to miniſter for them Hebr. 1 | 


who ſhall be heirs f Salvation. 
. He fortifies himſelf againſt the Snares that 


attend Proſperity. We are told that the Proſpe- Prov. 1. 


rity f Fools ſhall deſtroy them. Lis indeed an caſy 
hoe to obſerve that when Perſons that-are De- 


ſtitute of Spiritual and Heavenly Wiſdom, have an 
Affluence of Worldly Comforts, the very Providen- 


tial Bleflings that encompaſs them do but ſupply 
their folly with means to haſten their undoing. 
Their Proſperity is an incentive to- Vicious Af- 
fections: It inclines them to neglect GOD, 
their Souls, and another World, and to fall into 
Idleneſs and Sloth, and Luxury, and Wanton- 
pels, and Pride, and Infidelity. But here Piety 
is a mighty Preſervative. The Religious Man 


when a Temptation comes, will cry out with 
Foſepb, bow ſhall I do this or that great wicked- Gen. 39. 


neſs, and ſin againſt God? The fear of GOD in 
his Heart, and Prayer and Watchfulneſs, will 


keep him ſafe, Grace will teach him how. to 4- Phili 


bound. It will keep him Ready in the moſt plen- 


tiful Circumſtances, if GOD ſees them to be 
WF fitteſt for him, It will teach him to manage, 


the Advantages that diſtinguiſh him from others, 


to the honour of GOD, and 3 Publick Good, 


and his own preſent and future Comfort, with- 
out having 
being led to forget G O D, or the things that 
ought to be chiefly regarded and purſu d. In- 
ſtead of imitating the Rich Man in the Go- 
ſpel, and ſinging a Requiem to his Soul, and 
D 3 . 
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ſaying, Soul , take thine eaſe, eat drink and be 
merry, for thou haſt Goods laid up for many Years : | 
He'll be often thinking with himſelf that he 
ſhould be miſerable, if not better provided for; 
and ſtirring up himfetf to do good, and be rich in 
Good-works, that he may lay up in ſtore for himſelf a 


a good Foundation againſt the time to come, that he 


may lay hold on Eternal Life: Inſtead of being ſe- 
cure becauſe of his Worldly Prof; or Injoy- 
ments, he'll be often ſuppoſing that he. may be 


call'd away on a ſudden; and asking himſelf u 


that Suppoſition, Whoſe all theſe things ſhall be? 
Which will have a great influence to keep him 
from being overſet. | 


6. He is alſo provided with ſuitable Supports 
againſt the Storms of Adverſity, from which none 


muſt in this Life pretend to be wholly exempted. 
Sin having introduc d into this lower World a great 


variety of Miſeries, and Troubles and Sorrows, to 
which all are at preſent liable, it is one great End 
of Religion to bear up and ſupport us, and 
help us to carry it rightly under them, and we 
are our own Enemies, if we make not uſe of thoſe 
Supports in ſuch Caſes, which ſerious Religion is 


attended with. If bating the many Comforts of 
this Life, we had a regard only to the Sorrows of 
it, which are more than can be numbred, and of 
Which all have a Taſte, and ſome have very plen- 


tiful Draughts, we might have reaſon to cry out, 
Happy i the Man that findeth · Wiſdom, and the Man 


that getteth Underſtanding. Such a Man is Happy, 


tho' ever 10 ſorely Afflicted. He is liable indeed to 


the ſame outward or inward Troubles as other 


Men ; nay, his very Religion may expoſe himto 
1 1 Con- 


—————_—_— 


1 


— — 


ontempt, Perſecution, Sufferings, and ſome pe- 

liar Exerciſes and Difficulties: But none of theſe 

ings can hinder or abate his Happineſs. Under 

e ſwereſt Tryals he has One to Support and 

omfort him, who has promis d to cauſe all thing Rom. 8. 40 
work together for good unto him. Upon him he 
ay freely caſt all his Care, and in Patience poſ- 
eſs his Soul, in firm expectation of an happy 
ſſue. The Tryal of his Faith workerh Patience ; Rom. 3. 4,1 
ud Patience, Experience; and Experience, Hope; and 5. 1 
lope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of God w 

ed abroad in his Heart. If hu Sufferings abound, hs 2 Cor. 1. 3. 
onſolation alſo aboundeth : And all his Afiitions Heb 

which he « exerciſed, yield him the peaceable Fruits © © 1 

F Righteouſneſs. | 


7. The Religious Man conſults his Peace in the 
whole courſe of this Life, which he is now paſ- | 
ſing through. He finds Wiſdom's Ways pleaſantneſs, Prov. 3. 17 
and her Paths Peace. He finds that the Fear of the , . 
rd tendeth to Life, and he that hath it ſhall abidde . 
atisfy'd ; he ſhall not be viſited with Evil. His Care 
* e GOD in all things, commonly makes 
his Life truly pleaſant and eaſy; and is the cauſe 
of its being attended with abundance of Bleſſings, 
ſpecially with inward ſatisfaction of Mind, 
which makes a Man ſleep quietly and ſecurely, 
ithout any fear of Evil that can invade him. It 
is not indeed to be deny d, but the moſt Pious 
Perſons that are, may have their Diſturbances; 
they have ſome Exerciſes of Spirit that are whol- 
ly peculiar to themſelves: And yet keeping cloſe 
to GOD, they have this Satisfaction all the 
while, that they are taking the readieſt way to 
obtain ſuitable Relief, which has a great tenden- 


* 


— 
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Would be at. They wander from their Center 


ey to compoſe and quiet. Serious Religion ha 
viſibly a natural tendency to beget great-Serenity 
and Compoſedneſs of Mind, and to bring with 
the trueſt Contentment and the moſt ſatisfyin 

oy and Pleaſure in the World. And by the Divin 
leſſing, it hath entail'd upon it a Peace that ipsi 


peculiar ; even ſuch 4 Peace as paſſes all Dnderſtand di 
ing, The Wicked are like the troubled Sea when if I 
cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt: Ani 
therefore GOD declares, that there is wo Peace te 

them. Their Minds are fo unſettled, and thei 
- - Canſciences ſo unquiet, that they are not able td 
reſt, or enjoy any ſound and ſettled Peace. The 
are at variance with themſelves; and they are di 
ſtracted with Variety. They know not what they 


and are confounded with a multiplicity of Object 
and Ends; and with contrary and oppoſite Deſire e 
and Inclinations. But on the other hand, Graaff 
Peace have they who love God's Law, and nothing" 
ſhall offend them. The Religious Man is fix d andWtu 
at a Point; and he moves one Way. By his Ref 
ny and conſtant Intercourſe with his GOD, 
he guards againſt thoſe things that are moſt ruf 
ling and diſquieting, and ſecures to himſelf ſuch 
2 Divine Preſence, as much promotes an inward 
Compoſure and Tranquility of Spirit. He takes 
all chings that befal him in good part, endeavour 
ing to improve and receive Inſtruction by all 
Events; and if he hath but ſatisfaction as to the 
Sincerity of his own Heart, the Covenant which" 
GOD hath made with him, fills him wich a PureW!! 
and a Divine Joy chat far exceeds all Senſual Sa- Not 
tisfactions. | i i 
Laſtly, 


— — 
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Laſtly, Whatever may befall the Religious ; Man 

the preſent, he fails not of making ſure of an 

pp Ecerniry. For Miſdom is 4 Tre of Life to Prov. 3. 18. 

em that lay hold upon her, and happy-is one char 

vheth her. True Religion directly leads to the Pa- 

diſe Above, and ſupplies the place of that Tree 

f Lite from — our — Parents were __ d 

von their Apo es not only à preſent, 

2 thoſe red . — oa 

in it. It leads to the Bleſſed Immo of 

hich Chriſt was the Purchaſer,, who has ityl'd. 

imſelf rhe Reſuyrettion and the Life; declaring, Joh. 11. 25. 

at be that believeth in him, tho be were dend, yet _ 

all he live. It leads'moft ce rtainly to the near- 

ft Preſence of the ——— GO GOD, „ whoſe 

reſence there is fulne(s of Foy, and at whoſe Righr-hond Pal. 16. 12; 

ee hoes ures for ever mor. And 

— GR Jena Evidence, as we have —— 
ion; and that it is not a aH 

0 N —.— Foundation. 


Vpoa che whole, It we reach bur al this, what 
ould we -defire more ? If be that perrerb 2 
nd Aer poth Underſtanding, provides for his Princi- 
al and better Part, takes a Method ro Life that 
e can give à good count of, and rationally ju- 
ify, ſecures himſelf che bett of Friends, and 
aves himſelf from the work of Enemies; if he 
ortifies himſelf againſt rhe Snares of Proſperity, 
and is well provided againft che Storms of Adver- 
ſity; if he conſults his Peace in the whole Courſe 
this preſunt Life, aq at the ſame time makes 
ſure of an Happy Eternity; who is there hut muſt 
readyy own and conteſs, nat be truly loweth bis 


. 
= 


| all 
the 
hich 
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01 Soul, and ſhall find | Good ? It now follows | E 


—_— 


III. In the Third Place, I draw ſome Inferences 


from hench for Common and Special Uſe. This 


is a Thought which. ſeriouſly entertain d, may be 


of conſiderable Uſe to us all. 


1. It may, and ought to lead us into admiring 


Thoughts of GOD, and his Conſummate Wiſdom, 


to conſider that He has fix d ſo {trait and cloſe a | 
Connexion between our Duty and our Happineſs, | 


that we can't in earneſt mind the one, without ſe- 


. 19. II. : 


curing the other. Had GO D dealt with us as an 


Abſolute Sovereign, Subjection had moſt certainly 
been our Duty, and it would have been altogether 
unbecoming, for us to offer to Diſpute with him 
from whom we receiv'd our All : But 'when the | 
very Courſe of Duty He has mark'd out for us, 
is Naturally neceſſary to our real Welfare; when 
we can't Love GOD in a right manner, but by 
ſo doing, we ſhall love our own Souls; when we 
can't Serve him, but we ſhall find Good, or keen his 
Commandments, . without ſecuring to ourſelves 


what is molt truly deſirable, this ſhews his great 


Indulgence; this is an unconteſtable Proof of his 
Benignity and Wiſdom at once. It ſhews his Be- | 
nignity, becauſe that in keeping bis Commandments - 
there is. (0 ws Reward; And it ſhews alſo his 
Matchleſs Wiſdom, in as much as a more effectu- 
al Method to work upon our Natures, and pro- 
duce a Love of Religion, could not have been ta- 
ken; a ſtronger Tye, more likely to hold us faſt, 
and fix us in the Intereſts ot it, cannot even by 
ourſelves be imagin d or conceiy'd. 7 
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ards the helping us through the ſeveral Dif- 
culties, which ſerious Religion and practical 
odlineſs is attended with. Self- denial and 
ortification, the pulling out a Right- eye and 


roſs, and bearing Flouts and Contempt from 


ing ehe World, and being ready when call d to it, 
om, Wo ſacrifice all our preſent Injoyments and Pro- 
ſe a Wpects to our Everlaſting Intereſts, are Things 
eſs, hat naturally are apt to grate; Things that 
ſe- Wifright many from being hearty in Religion. 
an Mut if we are convinc'd that by our Compliance 
ny In theſe Things, we ſhall ſhew that we truly 


im Mcure a greater Good, we muſt be plainly Un- 
the Wreaſonable if we ſtand out; we mult be Senſe- 
us, leſs, to continue Irreligious. Take we the ve- 
en ry hardeſt parts of all our Religion, they would 
by be the Matter of our own free choice, if we 
we udg'd of Matters rightly : They have ſuch a 
his tendency to our real Good, and appear ſuch 


when all Circumſtances are taken into Conſi- 


his deration, that we ſhould of ourſelves fall in with 


ze them, if we were diſpos'd as we ought to be. 


»ts lf therefore any Difficulties that may attend the 


his faichful diſcharge of our Duty as Matters are 


tu- now ſettled, do diſcourage and affright us, it 


ro- W mult be becauſe the Truth contain d in this 
ta- Text is not heartily believ'd : It muſt ariſe from 
ft, ¶ our queſtioning whether the getting Wiſdom, and 
by Lecping Underſtanding, be really ſo Advantageous, 
as is here Allerted. = 
ET 3. The 


2. This Thought may 8 go a great way to- 


utting off a Right-hand, the taking up the 


ove ourſelves, and that we ſhall hereby ſe- 


expreflions of true Love to our own Souls, 


n 
T — 
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z. The ſame Conſideration may atfo furniſh 


us with a Satisfactory Anſwer to ſeveral Obje- 
ions of a Vain World againft Serious Religi- 


on, and may fortify us againſt their Cavils, WF 
and hinder us from being thereby imprefs'd or 
ſhaken. Do ſuch as have no reliſh or favour of 
the things of GOD, no fear of Him before | 


their Eyes, inquire of you, Why you ſhould WM,; 


affect to be Singular, by being Religious? You 
| hes them, That you Love your 
owt Souls, and are defirous to find 4 fatisfying | 


may freely an 


Gvod ; And that you are not to be diverted from WM. 


it by a fear of being thought Singular, which | 


* 


cannot be a real Crime, When it lies in ſuch 
Things as are truly Excellent, as thoſe are , 


Which Religion is converſant about. Do they | 


fer themſelves to repreſent 6-5 — to you as 
a Melancholy thing, that will ſowre your Spi- 


fits, and make you Mopiſh ? Tell chetn they | 


- are not acquainted with it, they have entertain- 


ed wrong Notions of it, or elſe they never 
could give ſuch a Repreſentation of ic. Tell 


them that no other Courſe that could be ta- 


ken has the thouſandth part of that real Com- 
f no other 
Courſe has that Happincis in the iſſue, às the 

way of Life that Religion recommends. Tell | 


fort and Satisfaction at the preſent ; 


them that you are convinc'd, it is the on- 
ly way to find a true and a ſolid Good, and 
that it denies you hothin that would be truly 
for your Advantage ; nothing but what would 
be pernicious to Your Souls 3 and that therefore it 
is ſo far from being an Enemy to Chearfulrx Is, 
that it lays a juſt foundation for the trueſt Joy: 
5 N ik * I, 


5 . 
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; r, would they frighten you from Serious Re- 


eien, by telling you, that it is a thing Un- 

Ahionable, and therefore not becoming Per- 
ons whoſe Circumſtances are above the Vul- 
gar Rank? Give them to underſtand, that you 


ove their own Souls, or find true Good, after 


aug he ſatisfyd to deſtroy your Souls and make 


hem miſerable for ever, in compliance with 
he Modes gf the Age; for that this would 


4 1 afford you but 2 very poor Relief in the final 
aue, which. it is the part of Wiſe Men 


taefly to look to. Or, do they fay with 


neh noſe Profane Creatures, whom the Prophet 
ne Peaks of, E „ in win to ſerye the Lord, and 31 
bat 1.5 it that we have kept hu Command 
ments! et 


Let chem know, that you are fully 
convigcd, that GOD requires no Man's 
Service upon hard and unreaſonable Terms; 
and the greateſt part of the Work He re- 


1 quires 5 of "ag 15 A preſent Reward to 11 


and that for whatever elſe you do or ſuft 

for Him, He offers you abundant Conſidę- 
ration. A Conviction of this one Truth, that 
J haye been endeavguring .to ſer before you, 
would effectually prevent our being mov d by 
any ſuch Gang 155 . oy 


4. This will everlaſtingly ſilence all thoſe 
that could not na be prevaild with to mind 
or regard Serious Religion, by all that could 
be ſaid in Commendation of it. Whatever 
they fancy'd to. their own Diſcouragement, 
and whatever they . promiſe themſelves 

| 8 by 


—— —S 
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l their boaſts : That for your part you cant 


al. 3. 14. 


Prov. 8. 36. 


If Religion be in it ſelf ſo ä 
. 5 * as” 


by their Living at Random, and ſhaking off 
thoſe Confinements that the Service of GOD 
has attending it, they will at laſt be ſenſible, 
that deſpiſing Religion, they hated them- 
_ ſelves, and lov'd Miſery rather than Happineſs. 
Wiſdom upon good Grounds makes this De- 
claration; He that ſinneth againſt me, wrongethl 
his own Soul: All they that bate me, love Death. 
Whatever Evaſions may be now found out, 
whatever Covers or Pleas may be us'd at pre- 
ſent, it will at laſt appear that they that are 
fatisfy'd with Riches, or Honours, or Plea- 
ſures, or any of the things of this World, 
While true Wiſdom and the Fear of GOP 
was neglected, were Self-Haters, and Self. 
Murderers. They lov'd and choſe to be mi- 
ſerable ; and brought utter Deſtruction upon 
their own Heads; which will fill them with 
everlaſting Shame and Horrour and Confu- 


ſion. 


a This may mind us of the Great Bene- 
fit of a Good Education, and of being train'd | 


up in the Knowledge and Practice of Religi- 
on, and having Good Inſtructions, and Good 


Examples from our Cradles. They that are | 


favour'd by Providence in this reſpect, ma 

get Wiſdom and " Underſtanding, to muc 

better Advantage than any others. To im- 
bibe a ſerious ſenſe of Religion betimes, 
which they that have a COfiriſtian Education 
have opportunity for, is the way to be fix'd 
therein more firmly, and to make a greater 
Advance in it, than others are capable of. 


—— 


Fc — — 


Funeral Sermon. 


9 40 


g off Inas been ſignify d, it is doubly ſo to thoſe that 
zODWhave an early Acquaintance with it; if that 
cheir Acquaintance be but Real and Vital, as 
dem- well as Speculative and Notional. This is a 
neſs. Mercy to be thankfully own'd,” and heartily va- 
De- ud and improv'd by all that are favour'd with 
geth Nit: And where it is ſlighted, and has no good 
zath Effects; where Perſons break thro' the Re- 
our Wftraints of a Vertuous Education into Immo- 
Frality and Irreligion, their Sin and Guilt is 
Whighly aggravated, and their Miſery will be 
doubled and trebled. | 


6. This ſhould engage us to Care and Cau- 
eion, as to the Company we familiarly Con- 


- verſe with. Solomon tells us, That he that walk- prov. 13. 20. 


eth with Wiſe Men ſhall be Wiſe, but a Companion 
of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. Many think it an 
indifferent matter what Company they keep; 

they reckon they may Converſe Day after 

Day, freely and familiarly, with Vain, - Care- 
ne- leſs, and Irreligious Perſons, without any Da- 
nd mage: By which they diſcover great unac- 
igi- quaintedneſs with Humane Nature, and igno- 


od rance of themſelves. For nothing can have a 


are greater Influence, than the Company we chooſe, 
ay and are moſt free in, and are moſt delighted 
ich with. He that ſpends his Time in the Socie- 
m- ty of ſuch as are Senſual and Frothy, all for 
es, 2 and Paſtimes, or impertinent Viſits, 
on that ſhall be ſpent in Cenſuring of others, or 
xd worſe Imployments, will inſenſibly grow like 
cer his Familiars, and loſe all regard to Thing: 
of. Divine and Sacred before he is aware. "fs 
as an hundred to one, but he'll by degrees learn 
| to 


A Funeral Sermn— 


to Swear, and Curſe, or talk Filthily, to make 
a Jeſt of things Sacred, and ridicule the Scrip- 
eres, and become à Scorger as well as his 
Companions. Tho' he might bid fair for 
Wiſdom once, nothing more likely than that in 
time he'll be ſet againſt it: And tho he 
might promiſe well as ro Underſtanding, he's. in 
the utmoſt danger of living and dying. 2 ſtran- 
ger to it, and ſo ruining his Soul, and loſing | 
that Good, which had he kept ſtrict to the 
Rules of Religion, he might have ſecur d for | 
himſelf, both in the Life chat now is, and in 
that which is to follow after it. | 


1. We may alſo learn from what has 0 


oF N 
ſaid, whence it is that ſo many, even of F 
who _ 2 fair Profeſſion of Religion, do |” 


neither . really love their own Souls, nor fing | 
Gand: I they reſt in 4 barren emp- 
4 Proſeiſion, without ever truly lay ing it to 
and not in Deed and in Truth. And their 
, Alienation from che Life of GOD, and Their 
Eauaty againſt it, and their Conformity to 
S cer, wb 9) a DIE, 
d teſtify they neit Y get Wiſdom, | 
gorony i 2 what ＋ Cap | 
at „ N Are agers to e happy 

r 


8. A ſolemn Covenant Dedication of qur. 
. ves 40 GAD, (9ay be hence ſtrongly in- 
Lare d upon us. This is ane of Wildom's great WG. 
Dittates, and «he true way 40 beep Luderſtand- Ita 
ing. This is the way to how our Love to our lc. 

- =: n 


— 
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8 0 „ Souls, and the way to find Good: even all 
, e Good which the Covenant contains- the 


in r deſire to make us either now or for cod 
| e Lappy. ; | „ 2 


N b . 


s in | Wy 4 

WF Lafly, I ſhall only add, That it ought to be 
| ur 2. U to get Wiſdom, and grow in 
the Enderſtanding, by all the Afflictire Provi- 
for W-2ces we meet with, of one or another 
in rt; and ſo to do, is our Intereſt and Duty 


oth. Are we at any time ſmitten in a ten- 

er Part? Does GOD ſhoot his Arrows 

to our very Souls? Is Sorrow ſtirring, and 

o Tears guſh forth upon any ſenſible Di- 

ine Rebukes? Moſt certainly chat if ever 

a proper Seaſon for Divine Iriſtruction; and 

hey that Love their Souls, or would find 

ood, ought moſt readily then to receive it. 

he Wiſe Man obſerves, That zy the ſadneſs Eccleſ. 7. 3. * 
the Countenance, the Heart * made better. 

hen ſuch as are under Sorrow give way to 

Whoſe ſerious Reflections which their Circum- 

Mances lead them to, they are often brought 

o a right underſtanding of GOD and of 

hemſelves, of chis, ' and of another World; 

'hich cannot but be highly advantage- 


JUS, 


You: that are here this Day in the Habit 
and Poſture of Mourners, have Reaſon to fix 
your Thoughts intently upon this. III rea- 
dily grant, that the Loſs of Mrs. LEWTS, 
take it in all its Circumſtances, is yay Af. 


4% 
fin | 
np- 


tecting. Here's a wide Breach made by 


* 
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in two Families- at once. One has loſt 4 
moſt Agreeable Wife, others a Dutiful Child, 
and others a Beloved Siſter. Here's Root 
and Branch at once cut off, and Mother and 
Child gone, within a very little time after one 
another. I heartily ſympathize with you; and 
pray GOD to comfort you. But is there not 
a way to gain by all this? Certainly there 
is. Study the Voice of Providence, and you'll 
find there is. Do but improve in Spiritual 
Wiſdom by this Stroke, and you ſhall find 
Good. 3 


My Concern is with the Living, and not 
with the Dead, who is no longer within our 
reach. It ſhould be the Care of all you that 
are peculiarly concern d for this Loſs, to pro- 
fit by this Stroke: And there are none among 
us but what may receive Inſtruction. Here's 
One cut off at One and twenty, that was 
F 1 Belov'd, and had as 5 Pro- 
Ipects as to this World, as moſt can pretend 
to. Nou ſee. from hence, that neither Youth, 
nor Vigour and Strength of Nature, nor agree- 
able worldly Circumſtances, nor ſuitableneſs 
in ſeveral Relations, no, nor even multiply'd 
. fervent and ſerious Prayers, (which in her 
Caſe were not Wanting) can ſcreen or ſhelter 


from Death, when it comes arm'd with a Di- 


vine - Commiſſion. 


Its not unlikely, (tho' ſhe was naturally pretty 

reſerv'd in her Temper) you that were her near 
, Relations, and often attended on her in her 
* Jaſt Vineſs, might have had more abundant 


* 


ſcope for your Im 
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royement by this Loſs, had 

ſhe not been Delirious for the greateſt part of 
the time thro' the violence of her Diſtemper, 
which was the Small-pox, of the worſt ſort, 
thar was attended with threatning Symptoms 
from the firſt : But as that was of GO Ds 
ordering, and therefore calls for Submiſſion, 
ſo there is juſt matter of Thankfulneſs, that in 
the laſt Day of her Life, there was at cer- 
tain Intervals ſuch Senſibleneſs diſcover'd, to 
ſo good Purpoſe. | 


Give me leave then, to be your Remem- 
brancer, and to beſeech you, not eaſily to 
forget the Atteſtation that was then given to 
the Truth of my Text, and the Commenda- 
tion that was then given to Serious Reli- 
gion, as che only Way to true Happineſs Liv- 
ing and Dying. The World was diſclaim' d 
as Vain and Empty, and therefore incapable 
of being a Satisfying Portion. Think, and 
think often of the Contempt with which 
ſhe ſpake of it; and endeavour to have the 
ſame eſteem of it all your Days, as ſhe then 
had : For be aſſur d, it can no more make 
you happy than it could her. Remember 
that Holineſs was then warmly and earneſt- 
ly recommended, an Univerſal Holineſs of 
Heart and Life ; and an entire Devotedneſs to 
GOD thro JESUS CHRIST was decla- 
red to be the only way to true Peace and 
Comfort, And wont you regard the * 
Words of a near Relation, whom you lov'd ſo 
Dearly whilſt ſhe Livd 2 Play-Books and 
Romances, that run * the Gaieties and 

„ | Vices 8 
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Vices of the Age we live in, were then cry d 
down: The Bible, the Bible, was recommen- 
ded as the beſt of Books, to be daily conſulted, 
and conſtantly kept cloſe to: Be perfuaded 
then to value that Divine Book more than 
ever, upon her Recommendation. Have but 
the ſame Thoughts of Serious Religion, as 
"the diſcover'd with ſo great Earneſtneſs in her 
Laſt Hours, and you cannot fail of being Gain- 
ers by her Deceale. Yn OR 


If any of you have not minded Religion 
in earneſt before, take this Affecting Warn- 
ing, not to continue in your Neglect. Firm- 
ly reſolve (by the Aſſiſtance of the Grace 
of GOD) to make Trial of a truly Re- 
ligious Courſe of Life, as you would ſhew 
that you Love your own Souls, and as ever 
you would find Good. ES 


If you have minded the Moral Part 
of Religion, but been too unmindful of 
the Spiritual Part, now ſee and correct your 
Fault, and look upon this as a Loud Pro- 
vidential Call to do ſo. Conſider her that 
is gone, who was Careful as to the Moral 
Part. She has been obſerv'd peculiarly to 
hate a Lye from her. Cradle. She was Duti- 
ful to her Parents. Her Father himſelf told 
me, he could not remember that ſhe ever had 
offended him. She was more than ordinary 
helpful in divers Matters, after her coming to 
Years of Diſcretion. She was a Vertuous, 
Prudent, Reſpectful Wife. She was ſtrictly 
Juſt 'ro all She would ſpeak ill of Nope; 
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and in that reſpect might be a. Pattern to 

many that pretend to be Chriſtians of an 

higher Form. She could eaſily overlook In- 

juries, and forgive them, without diſcovering 

any Diſpoſition to Retaliate them. She was 

Trugand Faithful, and might ſafely be con- 

fided in: And yet ſhe found allt this would 

not do: And therefore ſhe cry d out for the 

Blood" and the Spirit of CHRIST, and a Co- 
wenant Intereſ® in GOD's Fawour : And in a 

moſt Affecting manner declar'd, That one Hour's 

Communion with GOD, was worth a World. 

May this never be forgotten by concern'd Re- 
latives. May you mind the Spiritual Part of 
Religion heartily and in earneſt, as you would 

not lay a Foundation for Regret and Sor- 

row at faſt. OT” 


And if you have before minded Religion 
in Earneſt, and with your whole Heart, Let 
this Providence incourage you to perſiſt. Be 
aſſur'd, that you ſhall this way find more and 
more Good, to your preſent Comfort, and ever- 
laſting Satisfaction. | 


May the ſurviving Husband, who has loft 
the greateſt of Temporal' Favours, in a Pru- 
dent Wife, who was truly, an Help-meet for 
him, fly to the Divine Covenant for Relief, 
Which is ordered in all things and ſure ; 
and may afford Refreſhment to all that are 
Hearty in it, tho GOD makes not their 
Houſes Grow. 8 | 5 | 
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* May the Sorrowful Father, think with Da- 
I Sam. 12. vid, that be ſhall go to ber, that is gone, but 


23. 


e ſhall not return to him. May the many con- 
cern d Thoughts of Heart which this new 
Breach in his Family, this tearing from im a 
moſt deſirable and delightful Part of Hmſelf 
has occaſion d, be ſanctify d to him, that he 
may in Spiritual Reſpects get much Good, 
from this fo. ſore Evil that hath befallen 


„ 89 


him. 


May the Tender Mother, to whom this Pro- 
vidence hath been like the ſticking of a Dag- 
er in her Heart, rejoyce in what Evidense 
GOD has graciouſly given, that her Care 
and Pains in the Education of her that is 
taken from her, and all her Prayers and Tears 
were not loſt. Having center'd in the Glory 


of GOD, may ſhe till acquieſce in all hs 


. : And have the more Comfort in 
thoſe that are continud to her, for freely re- 
ſigning to GOD, what He has been pleas d 
to remove. - 33 | 


May the Surviving Siſters of the Deceas'd 
from her Death learn how to Live. I begg it 
of you, (and that for your own ſakes) that 
you would never forget her Dying Coun- 
ſels and Admonitions. Particularly remember 


her laying, concerning The Blood of CHRIST, 
that it was worth Ten thouſand Worlds : Secure 


_ Intereſt” in that, whatever you neglect. 
Think ſeriouſly of entring into Covenant W 


Da- Hrectly calls you to think of that, as the beſt 
but way to true Peace and Safety. Be perſuaded, 
on- ¶ not to = off thoughts of Dying, and of 
ew another World. Tho GOD your Birth 

1 2 Wand Deſcent has provided well for you, and 
ſelf you have as fair Proſpects as you need deſire 
he Was to the Good Things of this Life, (for 
od, which you ought to be Thankful ) yet you 


ſoon almoſt as you have the - reliſh of the 
ap- Temporal Bleſſings you are born to, you 
nee may be ſnatch'd away from them, and be 
are I altogether incapable of enjoying them. Think 
is often and ſeriouſly of this, and follow the 
ars Conduct of this thought, and it will help 
ory to keep you from raiſed Expectations from 
his this World in which you are but to ſgjourn 
in for a ſhort ſpace; and from reckoning up- 
re- on a great many Happy Years to come, 
s'd I which is a fancy with which many deceive 
themſelves, to their Everlaſting undoing. En- 
deavour to live ſo, as that you may be able 
sd to bear the thoughts of Dying. And be al- 
> it ſur d, that if you are not the better for ſuch 
hat a Mournful Providence as this that. comes ſo 
un- near you, you'll have the more to Anſwer for 
or another Day. R 
ure Finally, Let me admoniſh All of you, in 
ct. the Words of the Prophet, with which I 
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be the LOR D's. Such a Providence di- 


may fee by the Late Breach GOD has 
made among you, how eaſily you may be 
cut off in the morning of. your Days: as 


to ſhall conclude; Give Glory unto the Lord your Jer. 1 
be 5 „ 
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je lool for Light, be turn it to the ſhadow of 
Jo and make it greſ Dar Tm | 
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Cod deer 1 * Darkneſs, and before your 
_ Feet * fumble. upon the Dark Mountains, and while 


7 


This Author hath already Publiſn d, 


Funeral Sermon Preach'd at the Interment of Mr. 
Samuel Stephens, for ſome time Imploy'd in the Work 
f the Miniſtry in this City. Quarto 1694. * 


A Practical Diſcourſe concerning Vows, with a Special 
Reference to Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper. mes 1697. 
hich has been ſince Reprinted in a Smaller Volume. 


A Funeral Sermon Preach'd upon Occaſion of the De- 
eaſe of the Eminently Pious Mrs. Elizabeth Will:ams, Late 

ife of the Reverend Mr. Daniel Williams, with ſome 
Account of her Exemplary Character. OZ. 1698. 


A Sermon to the Sdcieties for Reformation of Manners in 
don and Middleſex. Twelves, 1699. 


An Abridgment of Mr. Baxter's Life, with a Continuati- 
n; and an Hiſtorical Account of the Miniſters that were 
Ejected for Non-conformity, in 1662. 


' 


2 Defence of Moderate Non-conformity, in Three Parts: 
Da vo. 


Divine Mercy Exalted, or Free Gracę in its Glory. A 
Sermon on Rom. 9. 16. Preach'd at the Merchants Le- 
Sure at Salters-Hall, Octob. 20. 1702. 


A Caveat againſt New Prophets: In Two Sermons at 
the Merchants Lecture at Salters-Hall, on Jan. the 6th. and 
Jan. the 20th. 1704. R 


A Funeral Sermon Occaſion'd by the ſudden Death of 
the Reverend Mr. Matthew  Sylvefter, Preach'd at his 
Meeting-Houſe in Black-Fryars, on Febr. the 1ſt, 1707. 
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